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"Color Explosion" is the culmination of a project Mark Henderson has been thinking about and

talking about and creating images for, almost since his photography career began. The pictures in

this book are a striking counterpoint to the images in his previous publication, Lap of Luxury, which

consists of photographs with an intentionally subtle palette of whites, grays, blacks, beiges, and the

like. Here, dazzling color is the primary formal motif. The expressive power of color in art, and in

photography especially, has long fascinated Henderson: â€œColor has an immediacy, a sensory

quality that can elicit emotions and instantly draw the viewer into an imageâ€•, explains the

photographer, a trained art historian himself.Anyone familiar with the photographs in most of

Hendersonâ€™s previous books (with the exception of Lap of Luxury) will know that the integration

of certain elements of saturated color are a hallmark of his personal style, so this is not necessarily

new territory for him. But with "Color Explosion" he has taken the idea a step further. In many

images, large swaths of bright, jewel-like color or colored patterns and textures pervade; while in

others, carefully placed pops of vivid hues enliven otherwise monochromatic compositions.

Basically every photograph is a mini-essay in color harmonies and each has been carefully placed

in the flow of the book to coordinate visually with the image across the page. But of course all of this

merely serves to lend an air of delectation and excitement and to enhance, but never overshadow,

the primary subject of Hendersonâ€™s images â€¦ stunningly beautiful naked men. In fact, he often

consults with the models before the shoot about which colors they believe look best for them.

Included in this volume are some of the most sensational-looking men he has had the opportunity to

photograph over the last few years, and heâ€™s thrilled to be able to finally share the images of a

project that has been years in the making and which prominently features this most exuberantly

colorful aspect of his photography.
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"A Jim French for the new millenium" (Fred Bisonnes)

Mark Henderson worked for many years as an art historian at a leading cultural institution in Los

Angeles but is now a full-time photographer. Although he continues to work occasionally in

California, Henderson shoots primarily in his home state of Texas. In addition to the coffee table

books devoted entirely to his photographs, HOUSEHOLD IDOLS, SUBURBAN PLEASURES,

POOLSIDE, LUMINOSITY, AMERICAN EROS, POOLSIDE PLEASURES, and LAP OF LUXURY,

highlights of his work are included in MEN: TWENTY FIVE YEARS IN PHOTOGRAPHY and various

anthology books published by Bruno GmÃ¼nder, including BEAUTIFUL VISION, THE MEN OF

BEAUTIFULMAG.EU, JEWELS, BRIEF ENCOUNTERS, TURN ON: TATTOOS, NATURAL

BEAUTY, TRUNK SHOW, TURN ON: SPORTS, COCK TALES, TURN ON: MUSCLES, GAY

PORN HEROES, TURN ON: GEAR, and BEARDS â€“ AN UNSHAVED HISTORY. His work

appeared regularly in MEN, FRESHMEN, and UNZIPPED magazines, and his images have been

featured in MÃ„NNER, BEAUTIFULMAG.EU, DNA, THE MALE FORM, DISPLAY, ROMEO, WIRE,

CYBERSOCKET, and other publications.
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